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Course: Sports and Literature PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP Grade Level: 11, 12 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Sports and Literature 
 

Description of course: 
During the duration of a full year, this multi-media course, with the focus on literature and sports journalism, will introduce the history and 
importance of sports in our society.  The students will be introduced to important figures, trends, significant events, developments, and 
controversies in sports through literature and non-fiction, as well as print and visual media.  Sports Literature will consist of an examination of 
sports from several perspectives through interaction with literature including the following: essayists, sports columnists, the media, novelists, 
athletes, television and movie directors, and documentarians.  Specifically, the class will focus on individual units that analyze the role of the 
“star” athlete, the “story” behind the athlete, the correlation between moments in sports and society’s history, the pressures placed on athletes 
within their communities, the role of the fan in today’s sports world, the rise of extreme sports, and the impact of gambling on society.  
Ultimately, students will examine and understand the relationship between sports and society and how this is reflected through literature and 
sports journalism. 

 

Differentiation * Accommodations * Modifications 
 
Curriculum Differentiation is a process teachers use to increase achievement by improving the match between the learner’s unique 
characteristics: prior knowledge, cognitive level, learning style, motivation, strength or interest and various curriculum components: Nature 
of the objective, teaching activities, learning activities, resources and products. This broad notion applies to learners from a diverse range of 
abilities, including: Gifted and Talented, English Language Learners, Students with Disabilities, and Students at Risk of School Failure. 
Language Arts is a field of education that provides educators with a wealth of opportunities for differentiation, but also real challenges of 
meeting the 
needs of diverse learners.  This addendum reveals pathways for Language Arts differentiation specific to four distinct student populations. 

 
Teachers can differentiate 

● Content: What we teach and how we give students access to the information and ideas that matter 
● Process: How students come to understand and “own” the knowledge, understanding, and skills essential to a topic 
● Product: How a student demonstrates what he or she has come to know, understand and be able to do as a result of a segment of study 

 
According to students’ 

● Readiness-The current knowledge, understanding, and skill level a student has related to a particular sequence of learning 
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● Interest- What a student enjoys learning about, thinking about, and doing 
● Learning Style- A student’s preferred mode of learning. It is influenced by learning style, intelligence preference, gender and culture 

 
The NJ ELA Framework http://www.state.nj.us/education/archive/frameworks/lal/chapt7.pdf contains an in-depth overview for meeting 
the needs of diverse learners in ELA. Many of these content specific suggestions are classroom ready. Note: The Standard notations in this 
framework document are not according to the 2014 ELA Standards. 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/archive/frameworks/lal/chapt7.pdf
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Gifted and Talented English Language Learners Students with Disabilities Students at Risk of School  
Failure 

 
N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1 Curriculum 
and instruction  
District boards of education shall 
develop appropriate curricular 
and instructional modifications 
used for gifted and talented 
students indicating content, 
process, products, and learning 
environment. 

 
 

Sample Differentiation 
Strategies and Techniques that 
apply to ELA 

 
● Learning 

Agendas/Contracts 

The purpose of adapting content 
lessons for LEP students is to 
lower the language barrier and 
make the English used in such 
lessons as comprehensible as 
possible. In ELA, LEP students’ 
capacity to learn can be greatly 
inhibited by the academic 
vocabulary and, sometimes, lack 
of cultural experience living in 
the United States for short 
periods of time. Every student 
deserves an education that 
culturally relevant and 
meaningful to his/her present 
and future lives. ELA is the 
prime location for 
culturally-relevant pedagogy. 

Instructional adaptations for 
students with disabilities 
include, but are not limited to, 
the below approaches. These 
general suggestions are 
particularly resonant with 
students in ELA classroom 
settings, grades K-12. The 
primary aim of ELA education is 
cultivating student 
comprehension, verbal and 
written communication. 
.  For students with disabilities, 
self-determination and 
independence applies directly to 
their educational needs and 
interests. 

Districts are required to 
administer grade level 
benchmark and/or interim 
assessments in ELA. After each 
administration, districts should 
analyze the data 
to identify which students are 
at-risk in this content area. Any 
of the strategies outlined in the 
other 
differentiation/modification 
categories may be used to 
address the needs of these 
students who are at-risk. 

 
 
 

Modifications for 
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A learning contract is an 
agreement established between 
a student and the teacher; it 
sometimes involves the student’s 
parents. The contract specifies 
concrete learning and/or 
behavioral objectives for the 
student that all parties agree 
need to be achieved. The 
contract also specifies: 

●  the goals of the contract 
●  the obligations of each 

party to the contract 
●  the time frame within 

which the terms of the 
learning contract are to 
be fulfilled 

●  the basis on which it will 
be determined that the 
conditions of the contract 
were met 

Sample Resource 

http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/st 
aff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%2 
0bilash/learning%20contracts.h 
tml 
● Anchor 

Activities-Self-directed 
specified ongoing activities in 

 
Educators provide various 
grouping strategies such as 
flexible grouping and/or paired 
learning being sensitive to the 
language proficiency level of the 
LEP students. A student’s 
capacity to become fluent in 
English will be greatly enhanced 
by activities in oral and written 
language that connect one’s own 
life in meaningful and engaging 
ways. 

 
Instructional Supports: 
Hands-on materials 
-bilingual dictionaries 
-visual aids 
-teacher made adaptations, 
outlines, study guides 
-varied leveled texts of the same 
content 

 
Please refer to the following 
link-http://www.state.nj.us/edu 
cation/modelcurriculum/ela/EL 
LSupport.pdf as mentioned on 
the NJDOE website. 

 
Preparing students for the 
lesson: 

Student Motivation – 
Expanding student motivation to 
learn content in ELA can occur 
through: activity choice, appeal 
to diverse learning styles, choice 
to work with others or alone, 
hands-on activities, and 
multimodal activities. 

 
Instructional Presentations - 
The primary purpose of these 
adaptations is to provide special 
education students with 
teacher-initiated and 
teacher-directed interventions 
that prepare students for 
learning and engage students in 
the learning process 
(Instructional Preparation); 
structure and organize 
information to aid 
comprehension and recall 
(Instructional Prompts); and 
foster understanding of new 
concepts and processes 
(Instructional Application) e.g. 
relating to personal experiences, 
advance organizers, pre-teaching 
vocabulary and/or strategies; 
visual demonstrations, 
illustrations, models. 

 
 
 

Ask students to restate 
information, directions, and 
assignments. 

 
 
 
 

Repetition and practice 
 
 
 
 

Model skills / techniques 
to be mastered. 

 
 
 
 

Extended time to complete class 
work 

 
 
 

Provide copy of class notes 
 
 
 

Preferential seating to be 
mutually determined by the 
student and teacher 

 
 
 

Student may request to use a 
computer to complete 

 
 
 
 

   
   

 

http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/learning%20contracts.html
http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/learning%20contracts.html
http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/learning%20contracts.html
http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/learning%20contracts.html
http://www.educ.ualberta.ca/staff/olenka.bilash/best%20of%20bilash/learning%20contracts.html
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/modelcurriculum/ela/ELLSupport.pdf
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which students work 
independently.  

Sample Resource  
http://www.rec4.com/filestore/R 
EC4_AnchorActivityPacket_08051 
3.pdf 

 
 
● Curriculum 

Compacting- Curriculum 
Compacting is an 
instructional technique that 
is specifically designed to 
make appropriate curricular 
adjustments for students in 
any curricular area and at 
any grade level. Essentially, 
the procedure involves (1) 
defining the goals and 
outcomes of a particular unit 
or segment of instruction, (2) 
determining and 
documenting which students 
have already mastered most 
or all of a specified set of 
learning outcomes, and (3) 
providing replacement 
strategies for material 
already mastered through 
the use of instructional 
options that enable a more 

1. Building Background 
Information through 
brainstorming, semantic 
webbing, use of visual aids and 
other comprehension strategies. 
2. Simplifying Language for 
Presentation by using speech 
that is appropriate to students’ 
language proficiency level. Avoid 
jargon and idiomatic speech. 
3. Developing Content Area 
Vocabulary through the use of 
word walls and labeling 
classroom objects.  Students 
encounter new academic 
vocabulary in ELA, particularly 
when reading fiction and 
nonfiction texts in all content 
areas. 
4. Concept Development-Students 
will be learning about different 
topics and many new concepts. 
Enduring understanding 
requires thorough and 
contextualized study of these 
subjects across grades and 
courses in ELA. 
5. Giving Directions-Stated 
clearly and distinctly and 
delivered in both written and 
oral forms to ensure that LEP 

 
 
Instructional Monitoring – ELA 
instruction should include 
opportunities for students to 
engage in goal setting, work with 
rubrics and checklists, reward 
systems, conferences. 
 
Classroom Organization - The 
primary purpose of these 
classroom organization 
adaptations is to maximize 
student attention, participation, 
independence, mobility, and 
comfort; to promote peer and 
adult communication and 
interaction; and to provide 
accessibility to information, 
materials, and equipment. 
 
Student Response - The primary 
purpose of student performance 
responses is to provide students 
with disabilities a means of 
demonstrating progress toward 
the lesson objectives related to 
the ELA Framework activities. 
 
Please refer to NJ ELA 
Curriculum Frameworks 
referenced above. 

Extra textbooks for home. 
 
 
 
Student may request books on 
tape / CD / digital media, as 
available and appropriate. 
 
 
 
 
Assign a peer helper in the 
class setting 
 
 
 
Provide oral reminders and 
check student work during 
independent work time 
 
 
 
 
Assist student with long and 
short term planning of 
assignments 
 
 
 
 
Encourage student to 
proofread assignments 
and tests 
 
 
 

http://www.rec4.com/filestore/REC4_AnchorActivityPacket_080513.pdf
http://www.rec4.com/filestore/REC4_AnchorActivityPacket_080513.pdf
http://www.rec4.com/filestore/REC4_AnchorActivityPacket_080513.pdf
http://www.rec4.com/filestore/REC4_AnchorActivityPacket_080513.pdf
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 challenging and productive  students understand the task. In 
addition, students should be 
provided with/or have access to 
directional words such as: circle, 
write, draw, cut, underline, etc. 

 
Presenting the Lesson: 
-Use multiple strategies and 
varied instructional tools to 
increase the opportunities for 
students to develop meaningful 
connections between content 
and the language used in 
instruction. 
-Provide students with 
opportunities to express new 
knowledge and learning using 
written, verbal, and non-verbal 
communication. 
-Provide students with 
opportunities to participate in 
numerous ELA discussions to 
increase ELLs competency and 
confidence in verbal discourse; 
frame classroom conversations 
on subjects of interest and 
cultural relevance. 
-Utilize a “reverse chronology” 
approach to teaching ELA to 
even opportunities for students 
with and without vast cultural 

 Teachers will check/sign 
student agenda daily 

 
 
 
 

Student requires use of other 
assistive technology device 

 
 
 

Modifications for Homework 
and 
Assignments 
Extended time to 
complete 
assignments. 

 
 

Student requires more complex 
assignments to be broken up 
and explained in smaller units, 
with work to be submitted in 
phases. 

 
 
 

Provide the student with clearly 
stated (written) expectations 
and grading criteria for 
assignments. 

 
    

      
    

   
 

use of the student's time.   
Sample resource:  
http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/se 
m/semart08.html 

● RAFT 
Assignments-RAFT is an 
acronym for a structured 
technique used to guide 
student writing. RAFT 
assignments are used to 
demonstrate a student’s 
knowledge using a 
defined point of view. 
This strategy requires 
students to write using an 
assigned format to an 
audience other than the 
teacher.  

Sample resource:  
http://www.michigan.gov/docum 
ents/mde/SSWAC_225020_7.pdf 
p. 18 

● Flexible grouping 
 

Flexible grouping is a range of 
grouping students together for 
delivering instruction. This can 
be as a whole class, a small 
group, or with a partner. Flexible 

http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/sem/semart08.html
http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/sem/semart08.html
http://www.gifted.uconn.edu/sem/semart08.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SSWAC_225020_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SSWAC_225020_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/SSWAC_225020_7.pdf
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grouping creates temporary 
groups that can last an hour, a 
week, or even a month.  
Sample resource:  
http://www.teachhub.com/flexibl 
e-grouping-differentiated-instruc 
tion-strategy 

 
 

● Jigsaw Activities 
 

Jigsaw is a strategy that 
emphasizes cooperative learning 
by providing students an 
opportunity to actively help each 
other build comprehension. Use 
this technique to assign students 
to reading groups composed of 
varying skill levels. Each group 
member is responsible for 
becoming an "expert" on one 
section of the assigned material 
and then "teaching" it to the 
other members of the team.  
Sample resource:  
http://www.adlit.org/strategies/ 
22371/ 

knowledge and make study of 
the ELA more meaningful. 

 
Sample Resources: Can Do 
Descriptors - 
https://www.wida.us/standar 
ds/CAN_DOs/ 

 
Colorin Colorado - 
http://www.colorincolorado.o 
rg/educators/ 

 
WIDA - https://www.wida.us/ 

  
Student may take/complete 
tests in an alternate setting as 
needed. 

 
 
 

Restate, reread, and 
clarify 
directions/questions 

 
 
 

Distribute study guide for 
classroom tests. 

 
 
 

Establish procedures for 
accommodations / 
modifications for 
assessments. 

http://www.teachhub.com/flexible-grouping-differentiated-instruction-strategy
http://www.teachhub.com/flexible-grouping-differentiated-instruction-strategy
http://www.teachhub.com/flexible-grouping-differentiated-instruction-strategy
http://www.teachhub.com/flexible-grouping-differentiated-instruction-strategy
http://www.teachhub.com/flexible-grouping-differentiated-instruction-strategy
http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22371/
http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22371/
https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/educators/
https://www.wida.us/


Course: Sports and Literature PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP Grade Level: 11, 12 

● Depth and Complexity 
of Curriculum-Dr. 
Sandra Kaplan 

 
Sample resource: 
 
http://img.docstoccdn.co

m/thum 
b/orig/119636316.pn
g 

 
 
● Graphic Organizers 
 
● Extension Menus 
 
Students select from a set 

of possible 
assignments (3 to 9 
choices is common). 
Students may be 
required to select 
more than one choice. 
Choices offer 
differentiated 
objectives. Choices are 
often grouped by 
complexity of thinking 
skill. Activities are 
independent so 

students have freedom as 
well as 

responsibility. A variety 
   

    
    

  
 

   

http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
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● Depth and Complexity 
of Curriculum-Dr. 
Sandra Kaplan  

Sample resource:  
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thum 
b/orig/119636316.png 

 
 

● Graphic Organizers 
 

● Extension Menus 
 

Students select from a set of 
possible assignments (3 to 9 
choices is common). Students 
may be required to select more 
than one choice. Choices offer 
differentiated objectives. 
Choices are often grouped by 
complexity of thinking skill. 
Activities are independent so 
students have freedom as well as 
responsibility. A variety of 
options enable students to work 
in the mode that most interests 
them. 

 
Gr 6-12 
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/~patte 
rsonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-0 
00FF699/DCGL.pdf Sample p. 43 

● Advanced Discussion 
Techniques 

● Questioning Strategies 
 

   

http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://img.docstoccdn.com/thumb/orig/119636316.png
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
http://www.byrdseed.com/four-ways-to-differentiate-objectives
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
http://www.chatt.hdsb.ca/%7Epattersonka/FOV1-000D4965/FOV1-000FF699/DCGL.pdf
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21st Century Skills * Interdisciplinary Connections * Integration of Technology *Career Ready Practices 
 
The Pascack Valley Regional High School District’s 9-12 English curricula are aligned with the NJSLS in ELA which address content knowledge 
and 21st century themes.  Additionally, they embed 21st century skills, interdisciplinary connections, and the integrations of technology and 
career-ready practices in our various units of study by following the curriculum map outlined by the Partnership for 21st Century Skills and the 
National Council of Teachers of English.  
 
21st Century Student Outcomes 
The elements described in this section as “21st century student outcomes” (represented by the rainbow) are the skills, knowledge and expertise 

students should master to succeed in work and life in the 21st century. 

1. Content Knowledge and 21st Century Themes  
 

Mastery of fundamental subjects and 21st century themes is essential for students in the 21st century. Disciplines include: 
English, reading or language arts 

World languages 
Arts 
Mathematics 
Economics 
Science 
Geography 
History 
Government and Civics 
 
In addition to these subjects, we believe schools must move beyond a focus on basic competency to promoting understanding of academic 
content at much higher levels by weaving 21st century interdisciplinary themes into curriculum: 

• Global awareness 
• Financial, economic, business and entrepreneurial literacy 
• Civic literacy 
• Health literacy 
• Environmental literacy  

 
2. Learning and Innovation Skills: Learning and innovation skills increasingly are being recognized as the skills that separate students who are 

prepared for increasingly complex life and work environments in the 21st century, and those who are not. A focus on creativity, critical 
thinking, communication and collaboration is essential to prepare students for the future. 

http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/21st_century_skills_english_map.pdf
http://www.p21.org/storage/documents/21st_century_skills_english_map.pdf
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/57
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/57
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/256
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/257
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/258
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/259
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/830
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• Creativity and Innovation 
• Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 
• Communication 
• Collaboration 
 
3. Information, Media and Technology Skills: Today we live in a technology and media-suffused environment with: 1) access to an abundance 

of information, 2) rapid changes in technology tools, and 3) the ability to collaborate and make individual contributions on an unprecedented 
scale. To be effective in the 21st century, citizens and workers must be able to create, evaluate, and effectively utilize information, media, and 
technology. 

• Information Literacy 
• Media Literacy 
• ICT Literacy 
 
4. Life and Career Skills: Today's students need to develop thinking skills, content knowledge, and social and emotional competencies to 

navigate complex life and work environments. P21's essential Life and Career Skills include:: 
• Flexibility & Adaptability 
• Initiative & Self Direction 
• Social & Cross-Cultural Skills 
• Productivity & Accountability 
• Leadership & Responsibility

http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/262
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/260
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/261
http://www.p21.org/component/content/article/2224
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/264
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/349
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/350
http://www.p21.org/about-us/p21-framework/266
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Unit I - College Essay: Helping Seniors work on their college essays while also introducing the idea of a personal essay to the Juniors. 

Content/Topic 

 

Key learning items/ 
Concepts 

Observable Proficiencies and 
Skills 

NJSLS Benchmark 
Performance and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time:  1 Week 
 
 
Content Statement:  
Students will analyze personal 
statement questions and 
responses and also write their 
own original works for college 
essays and personal use.  
 
 
 
 
Essential Question:  
1. What strategies are 

implemented to create an 
effective college essay? 

2. How can one use an 
effective and unique voice 
when writing a college 
essay? 
 

Key learning 
items/concepts:  
 
1. Students will 

understand the 
format for an 
effective college 
essay. 

2. Students will 
understand the 
importance and use 
voice within a 
personal essay. 

3. Students will 
understand the 
significance of the 
opening of their 
personal essays. 

4. Students will 
understand the 
revision process and 
its impact on their 
final draft. 

Proficiencies: 
1. Students will 

compose a rough 
draft, participate in 
teacher-student 
conferences, and 
improve their essays 
through self and/or 
peer editing. 

Skills: 
2. Students will gather 

college essay prompts 
from either their 
respective colleges’ 
applications or from 
the Common 
Application. 

3. Students will analyze 
models and effective 
strategies 

 

RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.6 
W.11-12.3a-e, 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.6 
W.11-12.10 
L.11-12.1a-b 
L.11-12.2a-b 

1. Students will be 
evaluated on their 
class participation in 
college essay 
analysis and through 
class discussions and 
online class posting. 

2. Turn in a personal 
writing sample 
whether it be used 
for college 
applications or other 
future-use. 

Selection of Primary 
Sources (Suggestions) 

• Previous examples 
of successful college 
essays 

 

Unit II - This Week in Sports: Each week, we will look at a specific contemporary and pressing issue in the sports world.  We will use a variety of 
sources and topics dealing with the diversity of culture. 

Content/Topic Key learning items/ 
Concepts 

Observable Proficiencies and 
Skills 

NJSLS Benchmark 
Performance and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time:   
This unit will be conducted weekly 
throughout the duration of the course 
 
 
Content Statement:  
We will study the cultural diversity of 
the sports world in weekly short 

Key learning 
items/concepts:  
 
1. Students will know 

the structure and 
purpose of Google 
Reader, Google 
Docs, Wikispaces, 

Proficiencies: 
1. Students will the analyze 

how the stories develop 
through the course of the 
week, specifically 
examining how the media 
shapes the information 

RL.11-12.4    
RL.11-12.7    
RI.11-12.3      
RI.11-12.6     
RI.11-12.7     
RI.11-12.10  W.11-
12.1a-e W.11-
12.2a-f W.11-12.4     

1. Students will be 
evaluated on their 
open-ended 
responses and their 
participation with 
the class discussions 

Selection of primary 
sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
• Various nonfiction 

articles and sources 
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nonfiction readings to respond to both 
in writing and in discussion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Essential Question:  
1. How does the media’s 

representation of a story or topic 
change during the course of one 
week? 

2. How does an individual stay 
abreast on current topics within 
the media? 

3. What do the current sports 
topics/stories reveal about society 
and the sports world? 

and turnitin.com. 
2. Students will 

understand how to 
research current 
sports events and 
stories. 

3. Students will 
understand the 
impact of the media 
on sports world. 

4. Students will 
understand the 
dynamics and 
progression of 
specific story over 
time. 

5. Students will 
understand how to 
analyze and make a 
personal connection 
to a current sports 
topic/story. 

6. Students will know 
how to implement 
this analysis and 
connection into class 
discussion. 
 

and progression of the 
story. 

2. On Fridays, students will 
respond to open-ended 
writing prompts on their 
online classroom to create 
a semester long 
commentary on current 
sports stories. 

3. Following timed 
responses, the class will 
discuss the topics/stories 

 
 
Skills: 
4. Students will register for 

Google Reader, Google 
Docs, Schoology, 
Wikispaces and/or 
Turnitin.com and be able 
to navigate them 
appropriately 

5. Students will use online 
classroom 

W.11-12.6     
W.11-12.7-9b 
L.11-12.1a-b  L.11-
12.2a-b  L.11-12.3a      
L.11-12.5a-b  L.11-
12.6       SL.11-
12.4     SL.11-12.5 

 

 

Unit III – Standardized Test Prep and Vocabulary: Students will study SAT style vocabulary to improve language skills and practice for 
standardized tests, including SAT, ACT, and PARCC Exams. 

Content/Topic Key learning items/ 
Concepts 

Observable Proficiencies and 
Skills 

NJSLS Benchmark 
Performance and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time:   
This unit will be conducted weekly 
throughout the duration of the course 
 
 
 
Content Statement:  
Vocabulary to improve language and test 

Key learning 
items/concepts:  
 
1. Students will 

practice using new 
vocabulary in a 
variety of settings. 

Proficiencies: 
1. Recognize and use new 

vocabulary words 
appropriately in tests and 
in everyday settings. 

 
2. Apply knowledge of 

RL.11-12.4    
RI.11-12.4     
W.11-12.2d   
W.11-12.3d    L.11-
12.1 

L.11-12.2  
L.11-12.3  

1. Weekly vocabulary 
assessments 
including traditional 
quizzes and various 
creative 
assignments. 

2. Practice 

Selection of primary 
sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
• SAT, ACT, and PARCC 

practice tests 
• Class readings 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/3/
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skills. 
 
 
Essential Question:  
1. How does increase vocabulary impact 

close reading skills? Writing skills? 
2. What strategies are needed for 

effective testing taking skills? 
 
 
 

2. Students will 
incorporate various 
test taking strategies 
for the SAT, ACT, 
and PARCC exams. 

language and test taking 
strategies to understand how 
language functions in different 
contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, 
and to comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening. 
 
 
 
Skills: 
1. Proper use of context 

clues. 
2. Recognition of root words. 
3. Effectively use 

standardized test taking 
strategies. 

L.11-12.4 
L.11-12.6  
 

standardized tests 
for SAT, ACT, and 
PARCC. 

• Independent 
readings 

• Various vocabulary 
online sources 

 
 

 

Unit IV - The Superstar, Larger than Life: We will study how a superstar athlete both positively and negatively shapes the sport, the community 
and society as a whole.   

Content/Topic Key learning items/ 
Concepts 

Observable Proficiencies and 
Skills 

NJSLS Benchmark 
Performance and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time: 8 weeks 
 
 
 
 
Content Statement: 
We will study the public 
scrutiny of athletes’ lives 
that are held to higher 
standards through the 
lens of the media and 
public opinion.  
Additionally, we will 
examine how athletes are 
able to rebuild their 
images and whether or 
not it impacts their 
lasting legacy. 
 
Essential Question:  

Key learning 
items/concepts:  
 
1. Students will 

understand the 
positive and negative 
roles current athletes 
have on their teams 
and society. 
 

2. Students will 
understand how 
current athletes deal 
with diminishing 
physical abilities. 

 
3. Students will 

understand how 
steroid use has 
negatively impacted 

Proficiencies: 
 

1. Through daily lessons that 
include the use of non-
fiction articles, film clips, 
documentaries, 
Congressional hearings, 
sports columns, class 
discussions, personal 
reflections, blog posts, 
schoology discussions, and 
interviews, students will 
analyze current athletes’ 
lives.  Specifically, the 
class will examine the 
positive and negative roles 
an athlete has on his/her 
team, the issues an athlete 
faces at the end of his/her 
career, and the impact of 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.6 
RL.11-12.7 
RI.11-12.1  
RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.7 
W.11-12.1a-e 
W.11-12.2a-f 
W.11-12.3a-e 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.6        
W.11-12.7      
W.11-12.8                    
W.11-12.10      
SL.11-12.1a-d   
SL.11-12.2        

1. Students will 
compile an on-going 
personal blog on It’s 
Not About the Bike 
that will evaluate 
their understanding 
of the text. 

2. Students will also be 
evaluated on their 
participation in 
discussion forums 
and personal blogs 
focusing on current 
athletes and their 
impact on the sports 
world. 

3. The culminating 
project for the It’s 
Not About the Bike 

Selection of primary 
sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
• It’s Not About the 

Bike by Lance 
Armstrong 

• The Natural by 
Bernard Malamud 

• “Casey at the Bat” 
by Ernest Lawrence 
Thayer 

• “Fast Break” by 
Edward Hirsch 

• “To an Athlete Dying 
Young” by A.E. 
Housman 

• “Olympian Odes” by 
Pindar 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/6/
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1. How does the 

superstar contribute 
positively or 
negatively to the 
team? 

2. What is the impact 
of the pressure 
placed upon a 
superstar? 

3. Are athletes positive 
role models?  Are 
they heroes?  Should 
they be viewed as 
heroes? 

4. Should athletes’ 
private lives become 
public? 

5. How does the public 
scrutiny affect 
athletes’ lives? 

6. Should athletes be 
held to a higher 
moral standard?  

7. Why does the public 
have a personal 
reaction to 
superstars’ 
indiscretions? 

8. How does an athlete 
rebuild his/her 
public image after 
these indiscretions? 

9. How do athletes’ 
selfish decisions 
impact their legacies 
and the game itself? 

10. How do athletes’ 
decisions to use 
steroids impact their 
legacies and the 
game itself? 

11. What happens when 
an athlete is no 
longer a superstar? 

 
 

the sports world. 
 
4. Students will 

understand the 
connections 
between the events 
and conflicts 
discussed in 
connection with 
current athletes’ 
lives. 

 
5. Students will 

understand Roy 
Hobbs’ progression 
from superstar 
baseball player to 
controversial 
individual within The 
Natural. 

 
6. Students will 

understand how Roy 
Hobbs’ progression 
within The Natural 
mirrors the 
professional collapse 
of many modern 
athletes. 

 
7. Students will 

understand the 
personal struggles 
Lance Armstrong 
faced when battling 
cancer through 
reading his 
autobiography, It’s 
Not About the Bike: 
My Journey Back to 
Life. 

 
8. Students will 

understand the 
positive results, both 

steroid use on sports. 
 
2. Through class discussions, 

group activities, personal 
reflections, blog posts, 
and schoology discussions 
students will analyze 
Lance Armstrong’s 
struggle with cancer, as 
well as the development 
of Livestrong and his 
support for the cancer 
community. 

 
3. Through class discussions, 

group activities, personal 
reflections, blog posts, 
and schoology discussions 
students will analyze Roy 
Hobbs’ downfall from 
superstar to ultimate 
failure, as well as how 
Hobbs’ character 
development mirrors 
many current professional 
athletes. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Skills:  
4. Ability to write a research 

based persuasive 
argumentative essay. 
 

5. Ability to write a literary 
analysis essay. 
 

6. Through class discussions, 
group activities, personal 
reflections, blog posts, 
schoology discussions, and 

SL.11-12.3        
SL.11-12.4        
SL.11-12.5         
SL.11-12.6           
L.11-12.1a-b      
L.11-12.2a-b      
L.11-12.3-a         
L.11-12.4a-d 

 

 

 

 

will entail a 
persuasive essay, in 
which students will 
make a choice on 
Lance Armstrong’s 
legacy:  celebrated 
cancer survivor or 
tarnished steroid 
user? 

4. The culminating 
project for The 
Natural will entail a 
literary analysis 
essay focusing on 
Malamud’s writing 
style and character 
development. 

5. Students will 
complete an 
analytical analysis of 
the various poems 
and short stories for 
the unit.   
 

 

• Excerpts from The 
Jordan Rules 

• Excerpts from Game 
of Shadows 

• Ken Burns 10th 
Inning PBS series 

• Various ESPN 30 for 
30 series 

• Various sports 
journalists articles 
and other nonfiction 
articles 
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personally and 
professionally, of 
Lance Armstrong’s 
battle with cancer. 

 

formal writing, students 
will analyze various sports 
writers and journalists 
writing style, use of 
conflict, and overall 
themes in various articles. 

 

 

 

Unit V – The Story Behind the Athlete: Using noted sports journalists, we will study the positive and inspirational stories behind a diverse group 
of athletes ranging from professional athletes to challenged athletes to everyday high school students. 

Content/Topic Key learning items/ 
Concepts 

Observable Proficiencies and 
Skills 

NJSLS Benchmark 
Performance and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time:  7 weeks 
 
 
Content Statement:  
We will study the positive 
stories behind a range of 
athletes, focusing on the 
emotional impact sports has 
on our lives. 
 
 
Essential Question:  
1. How do life experiences 

impact sports 
performance and success? 

2. How does the story 
behind the athlete shape 
the image of sports? 

3. What motivates sports 
journalists to write about 
the story “behind the 
story”? 

4. How does an athlete’s 
accomplishments, both 
personally and 
professionally, affect his 
/her legacy? 

Key learning 
items/concepts:  
 
1. Students will know 

the structure and 
process within 
iMovie. 

2. Students will know 
the strategies for 
effective speech 
writing and public 
speaking. 

3. Students will know 
effective 
interviewing skills. 

4. Students will 
understand the 
struggles many 
athletes face both on 
and off the field, as 
well as the impact 
these athletes’ 
struggle have on 
sports and society. 

5. Students will 
understand the 
development and 

Proficiencies: 
1. Students will examine 

various athletes’ struggles 
and obstacles through the 
use of speeches, non-
fiction articles, film clips, 
documentaries, sports 
columns, class discussions, 
personal reflections, blog 
posts, and schoology 
discussions. 

2. In a group activity, 
students will investigate 
various sports-related 
charitable organizations.  
Students will use iMovie 
to create a public service 
announcement (PSA) 
focusing on a specific 
charity. 

3. Students will discuss the 
criteria of the ESPN 
Arthur Ashe Award (an 
award highlighting 
everyday courage in 
sports).  Students will 
nominate a current or past 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.6 
RL.11-12.7  
RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.7 
W.11-12.1a-e  
W.11-12.2a-f 
W.11-12.3a-e 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.6         
W.11-12.7      
W.11-12.8                      
W.11-12.10      
SL.11-12.1a-d   
SL.11-12.2        
SL.11-12.3        
SL.11-12.4        
SL.11-12.5         
SL.11-12.6           
L.11-12.1a-b      
L.11-12.2a-b      
L.11-12.3-a         

1.In groups, students will 
create a PSA for a sports-
related charity 
organization using 
iMovie and present their 
project to the class. 
2.Students will mirror the 
voice and style Rick 
Reilly by creating a 
“sports column.” 
3.Students will create a 
formal speech to present 
their nomination for the 
Arthur Ashe Award to 
the class. 
4.Students will act as a 
sports journalist, 
“covering” a 
team/athlete/coach from 
school and write an 
article that includes a 
personal interview for the 
“class sports” section. 
5. Within a Literary 
Circle, students will 
create formal 
presentations based on 

Selection of primary 
sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
• Various articles from 

sports journalists, 
including Rick Reilly 

• “The Jogger on 
Riverside Drive, 
5:00am” by Agha 
Shahid Ali 

• “The Eighty Yard 
Run” by Irwin Shaw 

• Rocky film series 
• Nonfiction articles 

and videos on Pat 
Tillman 

• Blindside 
• The Rookie 
• Murderball 
• Various nonfiction 

articles 
• Various Independent 

Reading texts 
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5. What is the emotional 

impact of sports on 
individuals in society? 

6. Is there equal opportunity 
for challenged athletes 
within sports? 

 
 
 

contributions of 
athletes’ charities. 

6. Students will 
understand the 
motivation and 
process behind 
sports journalism. 

7. Students will 
understand the 
opportunities for 
challenged athletes 
within the sports 
community. 

athlete deserving the 
Arthur Ashe Award.  
Students will present their 
nomination to the class in 
a formal speech. 

 
Skills: 
4. Students will analyze the 

motivation, style, and 
process used by various 
sports journalists, 
specifically focusing on 
Rick Reilly’s weekly 
columns. 

5. Students will work in 
Literary Circles to analyze 
an Independent Reading. 

 

L.11-12.4a-d various Independent 
Readings. 
6. Students will complete 
an analytical analysis of 
the various poems and 
short stories for the unit.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit VI – Living on the Edge: We will study the role of extreme sports within society, specifically analyzing the dangers and current interest in 
these unique sports. 

Content/Topic Key learning items/ 
Concepts 

Observable Proficiencies and 
Skills 

NJSLS Benchmark 
Performance and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time:  3 weeks 
 
 
Content Statement:  
We will study the current 
interest in extreme sports, 

Key learning 
items/concepts:  
 
1. Students will 

understand the 
various examples of 

Proficiencies: 
1. Students will examine the 
experiences and struggles on 
mountain climbing.  Students 
will complete this analysis 
through the use of non-fiction 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.6 

1. Students will compile 
an on-going analysis of 
Into Thin Air that will 
evaluate their 
understanding of the text. 
2. Students will 

Selection of primary 
sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
• Into Thin Air by Jon 

Krakauer 
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focusing on the dangers 
and rise in popularity for 
these unique sports.   
 
 
Essential Question:  
1. What is the 

attraction to these 
current extreme 
sports? 

2. What dangers are 
associated with 
these extreme 
sports? 

3. How does society 
view extreme sports 
and are they 
classified as true 
sports? 

4. Are extreme sport 
athletes indeed 
viewed as athletes 
by society? 

5. How have extreme 
sports changed the 
landscape of the 
sports world? 

 
 
 

extreme sports. 
2. Students will 

understand the 
technical and 
emotional aspects of 
extreme mountain 
climbing within Jon 
Krakauer’s Into Thin 
Air.  

3. Students will 
understand the rise 
in popularity of 
extreme sports 
within society. 

4. Students will 
understand the 
detrimental effects 
and dangers 
associated with 
many extreme 
sports. 

 

articles, film clips, 
documentaries, sports columns, 
class discussions, personal 
reflections, blog posts, and 
schoology discussions. 
2. Students will examine the 
various examples of extreme 
sports and its impact on not 
only the sports world, but also 
society.  Students will 
complete this analysis through 
the use of non-fiction articles, 
film clips, documentaries, 
sports columns, class 
discussions, personal 
reflections, blog posts, and 
schoology discussions. 
 
 
 
 
Skills: 
1. Through class discussions, 
group activities, personal 
reflections, blog posts, and 
schoology discussions students 
will analyze the dangers  and 
experiences associated with 
extreme sports.  
 

RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.4 
RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.7 

W.11-12.1a-e     
W.11-12.3a-e  
W.11-12.4 

W.11-12.7      
W.11-12.8             
W.11-12.10   
SL.11-12.1a-d   
SL.11-12.2        
SL.11-12.4        
SL.11-12.5         
SL.11-12.6           
L.11-12.1a-b      
L.11-12.2a-b       

participate in graded 
class and online 
discussions. 
3.  Students will 
participate in a graded 
debate on the validity of 
the extreme sports and 
how they are viewed 
within society, 
incorporating specific 
textual evidence from the 
unit.   
4. Students will complete 
an analytical analysis of 
the various poems and 
short stories for the unit.   
 

 

• “The Capital of the 
World” by Ernest 
Hemingway 

• Nonfiction articles 
on various extreme 
sports 

 
 
 

 

Unit VII – Betting the House On It: We will study the role of gambling and fantasy leagues within society, specifically analyzing the financial 
implications of these non-traditional betting events. 

Content/Topic Key learning items/ 
Concepts 

Observable Proficiencies and 
Skills 

NJSLS Benchmark 
Performance and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time:  4 weeks 
 
 
Content Statement:  
We will examine the 

Key learning 
items/concepts:  
 
1. Students will 

understand the 

Proficiencies: 
1. Students will examine the 
strategies, experiences, and 
influences of gambling on 
individuals and sports within 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.5 

1. Students will compile 
an on-going analysis of 
Bringing Down the 
House that will evaluate 
their understanding of the 

Selection of primary 
sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
• Bringing Down the 
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financial impact of 
gambling and fantasy 
leagues on the sports 
world.  
 
 
Essential Question:  
1. What impacts do 

fantasy leagues and 
gambling have on 
sports and society? 

2. What are the 
attractions to 
fantasy leagues, 
gambling, and sports 
gambling? 

3. What individual and 
societal dangers are 
associated with 
gambling? 

4. Are fantasy leagues 
merely in fact a 
sophisticated form 
of gambling? 

5. Is gambling a form 
of sports or merely 
an elaborate hobby? 

6. How has gambling 
specifically 
influenced boxing 
and horse racing? 

7. How has gambling 
changed the 
landscape of the 
sports world? 

 
 
 

various examples 
and types of 
gambling within our 
society. 

2. Students will 
understand the 
technical and 
emotional aspects of 
gambling within Ben 
Mezrich’s Bringing 
Down the House.  

3. Students will 
understand the rise 
in popularity of 
gambling, 
specifically the 
increase of fantasy 
leagues within our 
culture. 

4. Students will 
understand the 
trends, 
developments, and 
influences of fantasy 
leagues. 

5. Students will 
understand the 
detrimental effects 
and dangers 
associated with 
gambling. 

6. Students will 
understand the 
impact gambling has 
on boxing and horse 
racing. 

 

Ben Mezrich’s Bringing Down 
the House.  Students will 
complete this analysis through 
the use of text analysis, non-
fiction articles, film clips, 
documentaries, sports columns, 
class discussions, personal 
reflections, blog posts, and 
schoology discussions. 
2. Students will examine the 
increase of fantasy leagues 
within various sports and their 
impact on not only the sports 
world, but also society.  
Students will complete this 
analysis through the use of 
non-fiction articles, film clips, 
documentaries, sports columns, 
class discussions, personal 
reflections, blog posts, and 
schoology discussions. 
3. Students will examine the 
impact of gambling on boxing 
and horse racing. Students will 
complete this analysis through 
the use of non-fiction articles, 
film clips, documentaries, 
sports columns, class 
discussions, personal 
reflections, blog posts, and 
schoology discussions. 
 
 
 
Skills: 
1. Through class discussions, 
group activities, personal 
reflections, blog posts, and 
schoology discussions students 
will analyze the overall impact 
of gambling on society, as well 
as the rise of fantasy leagues 
within the sports world.  

RL.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.4 
RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.7 

W.11-12.1a-e     
W.11-12.3a-e  
W.11-12.4 

W.11-12.7      
W.11-12.8             
W.11-12.10   
SL.11-12.1a-d   
SL.11-12.2        
SL.11-12.4        
SL.11-12.5         
SL.11-12.6           
L.11-12.1a-b      
L.11-12.2a-b       

text. 
2. Students will 
participate in graded 
class and online 
discussions. 
3. Students will complete 
an analytical essay 
exploring the impact of 
gambling on boxing and 
horse racing. 
4.  Students will 
complete a formal 
argumentative essay 
examining the role of 
fantasy leagues within 
the sports world.   
5. Students will complete 
an analytical analysis of 
the various poems and 
short stories for the unit.   
 

 

House by Ben 
Mezrich 

• “Sporting Life” by 
Jack Spicer 

• “A Piece of Steak” by 
Jack London 

• Seabiscuit 
• Secretariat 
• Nonfiction articles 

on various gambling, 
sports gambling, 
fantasy leagues, 
boxing, and horse 
racing. 

 
 
 

Unit VIII – Beyond the Game: We will study moments in sports that transcended the game, ultimately impacting society. 

Content/Topic Key learning items/ Observable Proficiencies and NJSLS Benchmark 
Performance and 

Suggested Materials 
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Concepts Skills Assessments 

Time:  10 weeks 
 
 
Content Statement:  
Through the analysis of 
several subcategories, the 
class will examine the 
social, historical, 
political, and economical 
impact of various 
moments in sports. 
 
 
Essential Question:  
1. How have sports 

given individuals the 
opportunities to 
cross racial, sexual 
orientation, and 
gender boundaries?  
Why are sports at the 
forefront of these 
opportunities? 

2. How have sports 
helped shape 
society’s views of 
gender equality? 

3. How has Title IX 
helped shape the 
overall opportunities 
for female students 
and athletes. 

4. How are sports 
reflective of 
historical time 
periods? 

5. How do sports 
define towns or 
communities? 

6. What is the negative 
impact of towns 
being defined by 
their sports? 

7. What pressures do 
athletes face when 

Key learning 
items/concepts:  
 
1. Students will know 

the skills necessary 
for effective film 
analysis. 

2. Students will 
understand how the 
pressures placed on 
athletes, whether 
they be professional 
or small town. 

3. Students will 
understand how and 
why teams define 
communities and 
regions. 

4. Students will 
understand how Title 
IX impacted high 
school and collegiate 
sports, which helped 
develop professional 
opportunities.   

5. Students will 
understand how 
historical and 
political events 
impact the sports 
landscape. 

6. Students will 
understand how sports 
give athletes the 
opportunities to cross 
racial boundaries, 
ultimately creating 
history. 

Proficiencies: 
1. Students will examine 

various athletes and 
moments in sports history 
that transcended time and 
boundaries.  Students will 
complete this analysis 
through the use of non-
fiction articles, film clips, 
documentaries, sports 
columns, class discussions, 
personal reflections, blog 
posts, and schoology 
discussions. 

 
Skills: 
1. Through class discussions, 
group activities, personal 
reflections, blog posts, and 
schoology discussions students 
will analyze the town of 
Odessa, Texas and its 
relationship with the football 
team in Bissinger’s Friday 
Night Light. 
2. Through class discussions, 
group activities, personal 
reflections, blog posts, and 
schoology discussions students 
will analyze the impact of Title 
IX on education, sports, and 
society, while analyzing In 
These Girls, Hope is a Muscle. 
3. While analyzing various 
films, students will create 
personal reactions to the films 
using their blogs.  Ultimately, 
this collection of blogs will act 
as a pre-write for their formal 
film analysis. 
4. Students will create a formal 
personal essay focusing on 
their selections for the most 
significant sports moment in 
history.  Students’ essays will 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.6  
RL.11-12.7 
RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.7 
W.11-12.1a-e 
W.11-12.2a-f 
W.11-12.3a-e 
W.11-12.4, 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.6        
W.11-12.7      
W.11-12.8                      
W.11-12.10      
SL.11-12.1a-d   
SL.11-12.2        
SL.11-12.3        
SL.11-12.4        
SL.11-12.5         
SL.11-12.6           
L.11-12.1a-b      
L.11-12.2a-b      
L.11-12.3-a         
L.11-12.4a-d 

1. Students will 
organize 
detailed notes 
and develop 
insightful 
analysis of the 
various 
subcategories 
within the unit. 

2. Graded in class 
and online 
discussions. 

3. Graded debate 
on various 
topics within the 
unit. 

4. Culminating 
project for the 
unit will entail a 
formal personal 
essay in which 
students will 
make the 
connections 
between their 
own lives and 
the significant 
sports moments. 

5. Within a 
Literary Circle, 
students will 
create formal 
presentations 
based on various 
Independent 
Readings. 

6. Students will 
complete an 
analytical 
analysis of the 
various poems 
and short stories 
for the unit.   
 

Selection of primary 
sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
• Friday Night Lights 

by H. G. Bissinger 
• In These Girls, Hope 

is a Muscle by 
Madeleine Blais 

• “Slam, Dunk, and 
Hook” by Yusef 
Komunyakaa 

• “Autumn Begins in 
Martins Ferry, Ohio” 
by James Wright 

• Glory Road 
• Do You Believe in 

Miracles? 
• Ken Burns’ 10th 

Inning PBS series 
• ESPN Headlines on 

9/11 
• ESPNW’s Title IX 

series 
• We are Marshall 
• Dare to Dream 
• 42 
• Invictus 
• Various nonfiction 

articles focusing on 
multiple Olympic 
moments, the 
history and impact 
of Title IX, gay rights 
within sports, and 
overcoming the 
racial barrier. 

• Various Independent 
Reading texts 
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put in “beyond the 
game” situations? 

 
 
 

mirror the “This I Believe” 
series from NPR. 

5. Students will work in 
Literary Circles to analyze an 
Independent Reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit IX – The Outdoor Games: We will study the role of fishing, hunting, and other outdoor sports within society. 

Content/Topic Key learning items/ 
Concepts 

Observable Proficiencies and 
Skills 

NJSLS Benchmark 
Performance and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time:  2 weeks 
 
 
Content Statement:  
We will examine the growth 
in popularity of fishing, 
hunting, and other outdoor 
games, specifically the impact 
of these games on not only 
sports, but society as well.  
 
 
Essential Question:  
1. What impacts do various 

outdoor games have on 
sports and society? 

2. What are the attractions 
to these outdoor games? 

3. How are fishing, hunting, 
and other outdoor games 
viewed by society?   
 

Key learning 
items/concepts:  
 
1. Students will 

understand the 
various examples 
and types of 
outdoor games. 

2. Students will 
understand the 
technical aspects 
within the various 
outdoor games.  

4. Students will 
understand the rise 
in popularity of 
fishing, hunting, and 
other outdoor 
sports. 

5. Students will 
understand the 

Proficiencies: 
1. Students will examine the 
experiences, literary devices, 
and character develoopment 
within Norman Maclean’s A 
River Runs Through It. 
Students will complete this 
analysis through the use of text 
analysis, class discussions, 
personal reflections, blog posts, 
and schoology discussions. 
2. Students will examine the 
increase of outdoor sports 
within society. Students will 
complete this analysis through 
the use of non-fiction articles, 
film clips, documentaries, 
sports columns, class 
discussions, personal 
reflections, blog posts, and 
schoology discussions. 
 
 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.4 
RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.7 

W.11-12.1a-e     
W.11-12.3a-e  
W.11-12.4 

W.11-12.7      
W.11-12.8             
W.11-12.10   
SL.11-12.1a-d   
SL.11-12.2        
SL.11-12.4        

1. Students will compile 
an on-going analysis of A 
River Runs Through It 
that will evaluate their 
understanding of the text. 
2. Students will 
participate in graded 
class and online 
discussions. 
3. Students will complete 
an analytical analysis of 
the various poems and 
short stories for the unit.   
 

 

Selection of primary 
sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
• A River Runs 

Through It by 
Norman Maclean 

• “The Fish” by 
Elizabeth Bishop 

• “The Pike” by 
Theodore Roethke 

• “Whoso List to Hunt, 
I Know Where is a 
Hind” by Sir Thomas 
Wyatt 

• “The Madness of 
John Harned” by 
Jack London 

• Nonfiction articles 
on various outdoor 
games and sports. 
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trends, 
developments, and 
influences of fishing 
and hunting. 

6. Students will 
understand the 
impact outdoor 
sports have had on 
society.  

 

 
 
Skills: 
1. Through class discussions, 
group activities, personal 
reflections, blog posts, and 
schoology discussions students 
will analyze the overall impact 
of outdoor sports on society. 

SL.11-12.5         
SL.11-12.6           
L.11-12.1a-b      
L.11-12.2a-b       

 
 
 

 

 

Unit X – Obsessives, Fanatics, or Just Fans?: We will study the role of fans within the sports world, specifically analyzing the financial, social, 
and emotional impact of fandom. 

Content/Topic Key learning items/ 
Concepts 

Observable Proficiencies and 
Skills 

NJSLS Benchmark 
Performance and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time:  2 weeks 
 
 
Content Statement:  
We will study the differences 
between being a fan and an 
“obsessive.”  Additionally, we 
will examine the financial 
implications fandom and 
corrupt booster clubs. 
 
 
Essential Question:  
1. Are sports about the fans 

anymore? 
2. What is the difference 

between a fan and an 
obsessive? 

3. How does the media feed 
the fans’ obsession? 

4. How has sports changed 
due to the financial 
spectrum behind the 
games? 

Key learning 
items/concepts:  
 
1. Students will 

understand the 
definition and 
experience of an 
“obsessive” through 
Nick Hornby’s 
Fever Pitch. 

2. Students will 
understand the role 
of fans and their 
impact on the sports 
world. 

3. Students will 
understand media’s 
influence on the 
fans’ obsessions 
surrounding sports. 

4. Students will 
understand the 
detrimental effects 
of illegal fan 

Proficiencies: 
1. Students will examine 

the role of fans and 
economics in the 
world of sports. 
Students will 
complete this analysis 
through the use of 
non-fiction articles, 
film clips, 
documentaries, sports 
columns, class 
discussions, personal 
reflections, blog 
posts, and schoology 
discussions. 

 
 
Skills: 
1. Through class discussions, 

group activities, personal 
reflections, blog posts, and 
schoology discussions 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.7     
W.11-12.3a-e  
W.11-12.7      
W.11-12.8             
W.11-12.10   
SL.11-12.1a-d   
SL.11-12.2        
SL.11-12.4        
SL.11-12.5         
SL.11-12.6           
L.11-12.1a-b      
L.11-12.2a-b       

1. Students will 
compile an on-going 
personal blog on 
Fever Pitch that will 
evaluate their 
understanding of the 
text. 

2. Students will 
research and 
present an analytical 
report on the legal 
and illegal 
prominent examples 
of college booster 
clubs. 

3. Students will 
complete an 
analytical analysis of 
the various poems 
and short stories for 
the unit.   
 

Selection of primary 
sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
• Fever Pitch by Nick 

Hornby 
• “A Boy Juggling a 

Soccer Ball” by 
Christopher Merrill 

• Nonfiction articles 
on college booster 
clubs 
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5. How have college sports 

become financial 
empires?   

 
 
 

participation through 
corrupt booster 
clubs. 

5. Students will 
understand how 
sports have become 
financial empires 
and how that 
ultimately changes 
the game and affects 
the fans. 

students will analyze the 
life of an “obsessive” in 
Nick Hornby’s Fever 
Pitch. 

 

 

 

 

Unit XI – Midterm Exam: Students will complete a formal midterm exam. 

Content/Topic Key learning items/ 
Concepts 

Observable Proficiencies and 
Skills 

NJSLS Benchmark 
Performance and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time: Midterm Exam Week 
 
 
Content Statement: 
Students will complete a 
formal midterm exam based on 
the PARCC format. 
 
 
Essential Question:  
 
1. What are the effective test 

taking skills for the new 
PARCC exam? 

2. How do the various non-
fiction and fiction pieces 
connect thematically 
within the exam? 

 
 
 
 
 

Key learning 
items/concepts:  
 
1. Students will know 

the structure and 
format of the new 
PARCC exam. 

2. Students will know 
the effective 
strategies for taking 
the PARCC exam. 

3. Students will know 
proper MLA format 
for in text citations. 

 

Proficiencies: 
 

1. Students will complete a 
formal midterm exam 
based on the PARCC 
format.  

 
Skills:  

2. Students will practice 
proper MLA citations. 

3. Students will practice 
various test taking skills 
for the PARCC exam. 
 

 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.6 
RL.11-12.7 
RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.11-12.4 
RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.7 
RI.11-12.10 
W.11-12.1a-e 
W.11-12.2a-f 
W.11-12.3a-e 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.9a-b    
W.11-12.10  

L.11-12.1a-b       
L.11-12.2a-b 

L.11-12.4a-d 

1. Students will 
complete a formal 
midterm exam based 
on the PARCC 
format. 
 

 

Selection of primary 
sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
• Various nonfiction 

articles and fiction 
pieces for the exam 
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Unit XII – Final Exam Research Project – Students will create a formal research paper and documentary style iMovie. 

Content/Topic Key learning items/ 
Concepts 

Observable Proficiencies and 
Skills 

NJSLS Benchmark 
Performance and 
Assessments 

Suggested Materials 

Time: On going 
throughout the second 
semester 
 
 
Content Statement: 
Students will create an 
original ESPN “Outside 
the Lines” episode and 
research paper in an 
expose style format 
which will focus on a 
relevant sports topic. 
 
 
Essential Question:  
 
1. How does one 
person/issue/event within 
sports impact society as a 
whole? 
2. How has this one 
person/issue/event 
changed the future of 
sports? 
 
 
 
 
 

Key learning 
items/concepts:  
 
1. Students will know 

the structure and 
process of making 
an iMovie. 

2. Students will know 
the effective 
strategies for the 
research process. 

3. Students will know 
effective 
interviewing skills. 

4. Students will know 
proper MLA format 
for page structure, 
parenthetical 
citations, and a 
formal works cited 
page. 

5. Students will 
understand the 
impact of their 
chosen person/issue/ 
event on the sports 
world and society. 

6. Students will know 
how to organize 
their research in a 
coherent, organized, 
and formal research 
paper. 

 

Proficiencies: 
 

1. Students will create a 
formal research paper and 
documentary style iMovie.  
They will research, 
analyze, and discuss a 
current or past sports 
issue/figure/event that 
significantly impacted, 
either negatively or 
positively, not only the 
sports world, but also 
society. The topic must be 
teacher approved and 
cannot be repeated within 
the class. Possible topics 
include historical and 
current sports leaders, 
significant sports 
moments, sports 
gambling, steroids, fantasy 
sports, Title IX, college 
conference 
reconfiguration, BCS bowl 
series, college football 
playoffs, lack of African 
American owners and 
coaches, lack of women’s 
professional sports, etc. 

2. Throughout the research 
process, there will be 
multiple formal and 
informal checkpoints. 

RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.11-12.7 
RI.11-12.10 
W.11-12.1a-e 
W.11-12.2a-f 
W.11-12.3a-e 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.6         
W.11-12.7         
W.11-12.8         
W.11-12.9a-b    
W.11-12.10       
SL.11-12.2        
SL.11-12.4        
SL.11-12.5          
L.11-12.1a-b       
L.11-12.2a-b 

1. Students will create 
a formal research 
paper and 
documentary style 
iMovie.  The iMovie 
will be based on the 
ESPN series, 
“Outline the Lines.” 
 

 

Selection of primary 
sources 
Suggestion(s): 
 
• Various nonfiction 

articles 
• Video clips pertinent 

to student selected 
topics 
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*Please note, that this final 
exam process will be 
introduced during the 3rd 
marking period, allowing 
ample time for students to 
discover and research their 
topics. 

3. Students will write a 
research based essay 
incorporating proper MLA 
citations. 
 

Skills:  
4. Students will practice 

proper MLA citations and 
understand what is a 
credible source. 
 

5. Students will create a 
technology infused iMovie 
along with practicing proper 
presentation skills. 
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